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The Director of Central Intelligence

Washington, D.C. 20505

Executive Registry
8. 0658/4

22 October 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR: D/Congressional Affairs
FROM: DCI
SUBJECT : SSCI Letter to the

Vice President re

Task Force on
Combatting Terrorism

Dave:

My instinct is that I should make
some response to this. What do you

think? <i?“’//

William J. Casey

Attachment:
ER 86-0658x/3
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DAVE QURENBERGER MINNESOTA CHAIRMAN
PATRICK J LEAMY VERMONT VICE CHAIRMAN

WILLIAD: V ROTH. JA DELAWARE LLOYD BENTSEN. TEXAS o N
WHLIAM S COMEN. MAINE SAM NUNN. GEORGIA
ORMN HATCH. UTAH ~ THOMAS F EAGLETON. MISSOURI

. FRANK MURKOWSSI, ALASKA ERNEST F HOLLINGS. SOUTH CAROLINA

T e SV g e tous Nnited States Senate | & 0%/3

ITCH McCONNELL. KENTUCKY

ROBEAT DOLE. KANSAS. £X OFFICIO SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
AOBERT C. BYRD. WEST VIRGINIA, EX OFFICIO

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

BERNARD F MCMAMON. STAFF DIRECTOR #86- 3685
ERIC D NEWSOM. MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR
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The Honorable George Bush

Vice President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Vice President:

As you may recall, the Select Committee on Intelligence
worked closely through the staff with your Task Force on
Combatting Terrorism. When the Task Force issued its report,
the Committee commended its work and emphasized the success
of the cooperation that had been achieved not only among
government agencies but also between the Executive and
Legislative branches.

The Task Force on Combatting Terrorism specifically
recommended informal discussions between the two branches
on the range of potential responses to terrorism. In this
spirit, our Committee has attempted to arrange a series of
consultations on what notification requirements would apply
in various likely scenarios of response to terrorist
incidents abroad.

It is unfortunate that we must report that these
consultations have been unsatisfactory thus far. Full
cooperation of Executive branch representatives has not been
obtained despite repeated efforts. Numerous difficulties
have been raised concerning whether Administration
representatives would be permitted to discuss certain matters,
and under what circumstances.

State Department representatives, particularly Judge
Sofaer, have tried to be helpful but have proved unable to
supply meaningful responses to issues raised by the Committee

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/12/13 : CIA-RDP90B01390R000600720018-6

O s



\ Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/12/13 : CIA-RDP90B01390R000600720018-6

The Honorable George Bush
October 9, 1986
Page Two

related to the War Powers Resolution. In fact, the Department
has taken the general position that the Resolution was not
intended by Congress to cover deployment of counter-terrorist
units. Similarly, the CIA has provided only general comments,
which the Committee will pursue separately, based on the
intelligence oversight laws.

This Committee has indicated an interest in seeing to
it that notification and reporting arrangements are made under
the War Powers Resolution, the Intelligence Oversight Act,
and other authority which are conducive to effective and
secure responses to terrorist incidents. On the other hand,
both of us have indicated that further legislation could be
required in this area if sufficient understandings are not
reached with the Executive branch on the scope of existing
reporting requirements.

We are sorry that our effort at informal consultation
has proved so unavailing. Perhaps it will be necessary in
the next Congress to re-examine the need for new legislation
to fill the obvious gaps in the current military and
intelligence notification provisions. Only through appropriate
notification and reporting can the Congress exercise its
Cqnstitutional responsfﬁTTities in the crucial area of
opfrational responses (to international terrorism.

¥y

e/Chairman

SN

(4] onorable George P. Shult:z
> Th& "Honorable William J. Casey
( Vite Admiral John Poindexter
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